
















The Citizenship Ceremony – a Special Occasion

If you are 14 years of age or over you will need to attend a public citizenship ceremony. If you are under 
14 years of age and do not wish to attend a public ceremony for any reason, please indicate on your 
Application Form. Applicants who are upgrading from citizenship by descent to citizenship by grant are 
not required to attend a citizenship ceremony.

During the ceremony you – and any members of your family who are also becoming New Zealand citizens 
– will stand before an official person and declare that you will honour Queen Elizabeth the Second, obey 
the laws of New Zealand, and be a good citizen.

The ceremony is important and interesting. It is a time when your friends and family can come together 
to recognise your New Zealand citizenship – from the country of your birth to the country of your choice. 
Afterwards you and everybody else at the ceremony will sing the first verse of the national anthem of  
New Zealand – “God Defend New Zealand”. Words of the anthem are below.

You can choose whether you say the oath or the affirmation of allegiance. The oath may be taken on the 
holy book of your religion, the affirmation is non-religious. You make this choice on the Application Form.

Oath of allegiance
I (say your name) swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
the Second, Queen of New Zealand, Her heirs and successors according to law, and that I will faithfully 
observe the laws of New Zealand and fulfil my duties as a New Zealand citizen. So help me God.

Affirmation of allegiance
I (say your name) solemnly and sincerely affirm that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of New Zealand, Her heirs and successors according to law 

and that I will faithfully observe the laws of New Zealand and fulfil my duties as a New Zealand citizen.

God Defend New Zealand – New Zealand national anthem (first verse)

English							      Ma-ori		  		

God of Nations at Thy feet 				    E Ihowa- Atua 

In the bonds of love we meet				    O nga- iwi ma-tou ra- 

Hear our voices we entreat				    A- ta whakarongona 

God defend our free land				    Me aroha noa 

Guard Pacific’s triple star				    Kia hua ko te pai 

From the shafts of strife and war				   Kia tau to- atawhai 

Make her praises heard afar				    Manaakitia mai 

God defend New Zealand.				    Aotearoa.

Your Privacy

The Application Form requires you to produce certain information in support of your application.  

The decision to supply the information is voluntary. If you do not produce sufficient information to enable 

a claim to New Zealand citizenship to be determined, the application will be declined.

Please read the Privacy Act statement in section 28 carefully before signing the statutory declaration in section 31.
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